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Book Review: Under Three Flags 

Don Overstreet 
 
Under Three Flags - The Postal History of the 
Spanish-Cuban/American War (1895-1898), 
by Yamil H. Kouri, Jr., is a thoroughly 
researched and very well presented work of 
philately that seems to have wanted only the 
right person to complete the task. The author 
has published a number of works dealing with 
the postal history of Spanish military and 
colonial areas, and has served organizations 
including the American Philatelic Society, 
Real Academia Hispanica de Filatelia, The 
Royal Philatelic Society, and others. He is a 
board member of the Spellman Museum of 
Stamps & Postal History. This book is 
published by The Collectors Club of Chicago. 
 
When The Northwest Philatelic Library 
received Dr. Kouri’s new book, I was 
immediately impressed by the depth of the 
material, which draws on his personal 
collection as well as other collections from individuals who are clearly dedicated to 
offering as complete a selection of covers and postal cards as possible. The index 
offers hundreds of headings, and it’s hard to imagine that any area of the conflicts in 
Cuba was overlooked, although the author does state that there are places where the 
material is so scarce that it was not possible to show examples. The quality of the 
images is first rate, going into great detail about cancellations, post offices, stamps and 
usages. 

 
While Under Three Flags is not primarily a 
history of what we call the Spanish-American 
War, it does offer a thorough overview of the 
conflict reflected in the mail that was generated. 
This history is perhaps not familiar to most 
Americans. We tend to focus on the big events 
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such as the loss of the U.S.S. Maine, Teddy Roosevelt’s famous Rough Riders, and 
the related conflict in the Philippines. Seen through the eyes of Spanish citizens, the 
war was a traumatizing and divisive struggle that claimed thousands of lives and tore a 
greatly esteemed part of Spain away from its motherland. 
  
One of the more interesting aspects of the history is the fact that there was an active 
insurrection in Cuba before the conflict with the United States began, which mirrored a 

similar push for self-
governance in the 
Philippines. While Cuba 
was allowed to become a 
republic after a relatively 
short period under U.S. 
military control, the conflict 
between the independence 
movement in the 
Philippines and the United 
States wasn’t over for 
years following what most 
Americans would think was 
the end of the hostilities. 

  
The government of Spain devoted considerable resources to suppressing the 
independence movements, while the revolutionaries carried on a campaign of 
gathering support for their side through representatives in the States. Support from 
persons within the U.S., both citizens and agents of the insurrection, took the form of 
smuggled arms and other supplies while the Spanish navy tried to stop the flow of 
contraband. Large parts of the island were under the control of the revolutionaries for 
long periods. 
  
It is a sad fact that many decades between the mid-19th Century and the 
establishment of the Castro government were marked by war within Cuba. Whether 
from the Spanish putting down revolts, the occupation by the United States during and 
after the Spanish-American War, and the unrest of many regimes afterwards, the 
people of this small island nation suffered greatly. Dr. Kouri’s account of the distribution 
of the mail through all of these conflicts is nothing short of exhaustive, with chapters 
dealing with all aspects and detailed commentary alongside examples of covers. 
  
This tremendous work should stand as definitive for the postal history of Cuba during 
military campaigns. It can easily be used to great advantage in the identification of 
covers in the possession of collectors. While the author would certainly be grateful for 
additional material to come to light, the present work is so complete that it should be a 
long time before a second edition would be contemplated. 
 
The Northwest Philatelic Library is very pleased to add this fine reference to our 
collection. 
Don Overstreet is a longtime board member of the Northwest Philatelic Library. “Under Three 
Flags” will be among the literature exhibits at this yearʼs APS Stamp Show, Aug. 1-4 in Omaha. 
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Summer Stumper 
 
July 20 marks the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing and NASA’s Apollo program is 
getting a lot of attention. There were a number of missions leading up to the momentous event 
and six more that followed Apollo 11. 
 
Space cover collectors are dusting off their collection and reminiscing about where they were 
when the lunar lander set down in Tranquility Base. Here are a couple from the Apollo program 
… but there’s something odd about both of them. Test your knowledge of space history and see 
if you can figure out what’s wrong with this picture.  
 
Submit your answers by email to the Book Reports editor at nwpl@qwestoffice.net or by mail to 
NPL Book Reports, P.O. Box 6375, Portland, OR  97228. We will reveal the answer in our next 
issue. 
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Featured Acquisitions 
 
For the first time in well over 50 years a 
comprehensive work dealing with Puerto Rican postal 
history has been published. The new book, titled 
Puerto Rico During the Spanish American War, 1898-
1900, A Postal History Study, was authored by Bill 
DiPaolo and edited by Len McMaster. The publisher is 
the United States Possessions Philatelic Society 
(USPPS). 
 
The full color, spiral bound volume has been divided 
into four parts. The first deals with the history of the 
Puerto Rican campaign and includes capsule 
summaries of each naval ship, transport and military 
unit involved on the island. The second traces the 
development of the U.S. postal system during the 
military administration. A detailed review of the local 
posts and provisionals of Puerto Rico makes up the 
third part with close attention to the famous Ponce and 
Coamo stamps. For the first time, all known postal 
markings of the military stations are listed and illustrated in Part IV along with valuations and 
Earliest Known Uses of the station postmarks. The 150-page volume is available for purchase 
through USPPS and is now in the Library’s collection for checkout. 
 

 
The American Topical Association recently published 
What’s First? a 335-page book that pictures and 
describes the first stamp for more than 800 topics. 
From abacus to zebra, it is colorfully illustrated with 
stamp images and descriptions of the first time a topic 
appeared on a stamp. Spanning two centuries, the 
book explores firsts for popular topics, such as cats 
and railways/trains, to more esoteric topics, such as 
handshakes and dominoes. It is fully indexed by topic 
and country/Scott number.  
 
Written by Canadian playwright and journalist Jack 
Gray, the book will be appealing to topical collectors, 
as well as those with other collecting interests, and 
also to exhibitors. It makes an excellent addition to 
any philatelic library. What’s First? is available in 
book and DVD format from the ATA and can be 
checked out at the Northwest Philatelic Library. 

 
#  #  # 
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New on our Shelves 

 
CATALOGS 

 
Barefoot, J., & A. Hall, British Commonwealth Revenues, 
Mory and Son, York, UK 1980 
 
Bradbury, Adrian, Collecting British First Day Covers, 31st ed. 
2012, Leicaster, UK, 2011 
 
Gibbons, Stanley, Great Britain Concise Stamp Catalogue, 
London, UK, 2017 
 
Giffard, Walter M., Postage Stamps of Hawaii, Press Pacific, 
Kailua, Hawaii, 1893 

 
Johnson, Kim, ed., Durland Standard Plate Number 
Catalog, United States Stamp Society, Katy, Texas 2016 
 
Linn, George, Patriotic Covers of World War II, FDC 
Publishing Co., 2005 
 
Rink, William L. United States Telephone Stamps, Franks, 
Coupons – Catalog 1st Ed. 2017, Visual Results, USA, 2017 
 
Snee, Charles, ed. Scott Standard Postage Stamp Catalog, 
Vol. 2A through 6B, Amos Media, Sidney, Ohio, 2018 
 

Snee, Charles, 2019 Classic Specialized Catalogue 25th ed., 
Amos Media, Sidney, OH, 2018 
 
Stier, Joseph D., Ed., Bale Catalogue of Israel Postage 
Stamps, Specialized 1948-2003, 20th ed., Israel, 2003 
 
Torre, David R. ed., 1999 Specialized Catalog of U.S. Non-
Pictorial Waterfowl Stamps, David Torre, Santa Rosa, CA, 
1998 
 
Unitrade Specialized Catalogue of Canadian Stamps, D. 
Robin Harris, ed., The Unitrade Press, Toronto, 2019 

 
Wasson, Stewart J., U.S. Philatelic Exhibition Seals, Harvey Dolan, NY, 1942 
 
Wooden, Jan R., ed., Streamside Catalogue of Fish and Game Stamps, Streamside 
Press, Canton, GA, 2005 
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BOOKS 
 
Allen, Hugh, The Story of the Airship, 8th ed., Goodyear Tires and Rubber, 1912 
 
Barwis, John, US Three Cent Green 1873-1879 Continental Bank Note Co., 
[Photocopy] US Philatelic Classics Society, 2000 
 

Biggs, Donald C., The Pony Express: Creation of the 
Legend, San Francisco, CA, 1956 
 
Blake, Maurice C. & Wilbur W. Davis, Boston Postmarks to 
1890, Quarterman Publications, Lawrence, MASS, 1974 
 
Bodily, Ritchie, et al, British Pictorial Envelopes of the 19th 
Century, The Collector’s Club of Chicago, Chicago, Illinois, 
1984 
 
Boyles, James G., Richard A Colberg & Thomas C. Mazza, 
Postal Markings on Stampless Mail from Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania, Pennsylvania Postal History Society, 2011 

 
Brazer, Clarence W., A Historical Catalog of US Stamp Essays and Proofs, the 
Omaha, Trans-Mississippi Issue 1898, Clarence Brazer, NY, 1939 
 
Casey, Ron, et. al., Forgeries of the Dragon, Cherry Blossom 
and Koban Postage Stamps of Japan, International Society for 
Japanese Philately, 2002 (CD-ROM) 
 
Castle, Wilfrid T. F., Cyprus: Its Postal History and Postage 
Stamps, Robson Lowe, London, 1952 
 
Coda, Richard J., The G-C Town List of Post Offices which 
do or did issue Precancels, Richard Coda, Newark, NJ 1957 
 
Colson, Warren, Colson of Boston – his Stamps, Blanchard 
Printing, 1926 
 

Dimanti, Kellen & Deborah Fisher, Stamp of the Century, 
American Philatelic Society, Bellefonte, PA, 2018 
 
Dipaolo, Bill, Puerto Rico During the Spanish American War 
1898-1900, United States Possessions Philatelic Society, 2018 
 
Doolin, James, 1893 – Columbian Exposition, Admission and 
Tickets, Doolin, Dallas, TX, 1893 
 
Durneder, Hans, Katalog der Stempelmarken und 
Gebuhrenmarken von Osterreich, 1969 
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Enfield, Roderick, Stamps of Oaxaca, Severn-Wylie-Jewett 
Co., 1916? 
 
Feldman, Hugh V., U.S. Contract Mail Routes by Railroad 
(1832-1875), Collectors Club of Chicago, Chicago, 2017 
  
Fiset, Louis, Prexie Era – Postal History and Stamp 
Production 1938-1962, American Philatelic Society, 
Bellefonte, PA. 2018 
 
Gray, Jack, What’s First? From Abacus to Zebra, The 
First Time Topics are Depicted on Postage Stamps, ATA 

Handbook 167, ATA Carterville, IL, 2018 
 
Harlow, Alvin F., Old Waybills: The Romance of Express Companies, D. Appleton-
Century, NY, 1934 
 
Harlow, Alvin F., Old Post Bags: The Sending of a Letter in Ancient and Modern 
Times, Appleton and Co., NY, 1928 
 
Helbock, Richard W., Classifying Postmarks: An Illustrated Guide to the Dike 
Postmark Code, Raven Press, 1985 
 
Helbock, Richard W., Postmarks on Postcards: An Illustrated Guide to Early 20th 
Century US Postcards, Revised, 2nd Edition, LaPosta Publications, Scappoose, 
Oregon, 2002 
 
Hliodal, Guomundur, Origin of Postal Service in Ireland, 1776-1951, Iceland, 1951 
 
Holbrook, J., Ten Years Among the Mail Bags, or Notes from the Diary of a Special  
Agent, Century Book and Paper, Co., Chicago, 1888 

 
Hopkins, A. E., A History of Wreck Covers Originating at 
Sea, on Land and in the Air, Robson Lowe, London, 1948 
 
Hubbell, Raynor, Confederate Stamps, Old Letters and 
History, privately published, Griffin, Georgia, 1955 
 
Jackson, W. Turrentine, Wells Fargo’s Pony Express, 
Reprinted from Journal of the West, Vol. XI, No. 3, 1972 
 
Jephcott, C. M., V. G. Greene, & John H. M. Young, The 
Postal History of Nova Scotia and New Brunswick 1754-
1867, Sissons Publications, Toronto, 1964 
 

Jennings, Clyde, US 1847-1900 Mail, Cancels, and Postal Markings, US Philatelic 
Classics Society, 1991 
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Kirke, Nicholas M., World Stamp Show NY 2016, The World’s Most Attractive 
Cancels New York City Foreign Mail 1866 to 1876 
 
Ledger, Doctor Benjamin Franklin [Facsimile], Post Office Department, 1865 
 
Mueller, Barbara R., United States Postage Stamps, How To Collect, Understand 
and Enjoy Them, D. Van Nostrand Co., 1958 
 
Mumey, Nolie, Hoofs to Wings – The Pony Express, Johnson Publishing Company, 
Boulder, Colorado, 1960 

 
Myers, Marcia, Special Delivery, Marcia Myers, China, 
2016 
 
Nast, Charles A., A New and Complete Catalogue of the 
Revenues of the United States, Geo. Carter, publisher, 
Brooklyn, New York, 1902 
 
One Cent 1861 Issue Evolution and Varieties, 
[Photocopy] US Philatelic Classics Society, 1988 
 
Patrick, Douglas & Mary Patrick, The Postage Stamps 
and Postal History of the United Nations, Ryerson 
Press, Toronto, 1955 

 
Patton, Donald Scott, The Private Local Post of the United States, Vol. I, New York 
State, Robson Lowe, London, 1967 
 
Petersham, Maud and Miska, America’s Stamps, The Macmillan Company, New 
York, 1947 
 
Postal Stationery Catalogue of PRC, (entire text in Chinese) 
1992 
 
Pruess, Kenneth P., Nebraska Revenue Stamps, The State 
Revenue Society, 1972 (signed) 
 
Rideing, William H., The Overland Express, Lewis Osborne 
publisher, Ashland, Oregon 1970 
 
Robinson, Howard, The British Post Office – A History, 
Princeton University Press, Princeton, New Jersey, 1948 
 
Rose, Jonathan W., & Richard M. Searing, The 1869 Issue on Cover: A Census and 
Analysis, The United States 1869 Pictorial Research Associates, 1986 
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Rothschild, Sigmund I., Stamps of Many Lands, Grosset & 
Dunlap, NY, NY, 1932 
 
Royal Mail Stamps, The Penny Black: Anniversary Book, 
Royal Mail Stamps, London, 1990 
 
Schloss, Hermann, Distinguishing 
Characteristics of Classic Stamps: 
Europe 19th Century, H. L. Lindquist 
Publications, NY, 1951 
 

Schueren, Fred P., The United States 1869 Issue: An 
Essay-Proof History, United Postal Stationery Society, 
Redlands, CA, 1982 
 
Schwalm, Albert J., The Postal Stationery of Hawaii, 
United Postal Stationery Society, Redlands, CA, 1982 
 
Shimomura, M., ed., Standard Catalogue of the Japanese Revenue Stamps, Takata 
Club, (Fukuo Stamp Co.), 1965 
 
Smith, Waddell F., What Stage Line Was Held Up?, Pony Express History, San 
Rafael, CA, 1970 

 
Swales, David, Hand Illustrated Postal Envelopes, Pentland 
Press, Durham, UK, 1996 
 
White, James E., A Life Span and Reminiscences of 
Railway Mail Service, Deemer & Johnson, Philadelphia, PA, 
1910 
 
Wiltsee, Ernest A., Gold Rush Steamers of the Pacific, 
Quarterman Publications, Lawrence, MA, 1938 
 
Winter, Oscar, Via Western Express & Stagecoach, Stanford 
University Press, CA, 1945 

 
Wishnietsky, Benjamin, Confederate Patriotic Covers and Their Usage, David G. 
Philips Publishing, North Miami, FL, 1991 
 
Visscher, William Lightfoot, The Pony Express: Blazing the Westward Way, Charles 
T. Powner, Chicago, 1946 
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CDs 
 
Thomas, Oscar Melton, The Western Express 
Companies, 1850 – 1890, 2017 Updated CD, 
adding new features with additional 1000 
illustrations. 
 
West, Ronald, The Story of Definitive Stamps, 
Royal Mail, London, 1994 
 
White, R.H., Preservation of United States 
Stamps, 1847-1893, Philatelic Research, Ltd. 
1986 
 
Yang, N.C., Yang’s Postage Stamp Catalogue of 
The People’s Republic of China, Yang’s Stamp 
Service, 1999 
 
Periodical 
 
The Standard Philatelist, Vol. 1 – 6, 1896 – 1902 
 

  

 
 

# # # 
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Library Notes 
Orlie Trier, NPL President 

 
PIPEX Report 
PIPEX 2019 was a great success for the Northwest 
Philatelic Library. Our table was in the midst of the 
dealers, so we had more lookers, as collectors 
stopped by our booth. We sold about 35 items, 
including a copy of the Traverse Papers. I want to 
thank my fellow board members for their assistance. 
The winner of our Tom Current Award (given to the 
public’s favorite British Commonwealth Exhibit) 
was Robert Forster for his exhibit Nova Scotia 
Colonial Postal History. Congratulations Robert. 
 
Donations 
Just a quick reminder that we are a 501c(3) and accept donations. If we do not have your donated 
literature on our shelves we add it. We are more selective in adding periodicals due to shelf 
space. Stamps that we are unable to sell go to our youth stamp program. Nothing is wasted. 
Thanks for considering donating. 
 
Surplus Books 
Take a look on our website for the list of duplicate books that we have for sale. We recently 
received a large literature donation and added about 70 new titles to the list. Many are U.S. 
related. We have a complete set of Billig’s, multiple copies of the Stamp Specialist, and a copy 
of The United States 1847 Issue: A Cover Census. We consider offers and give discounts on 
multiple purchases. You will find them listed on our website under “Duplicate Books.” 
 

In Appreciation 
 

To the individuals who have made recent donations of literature and other considerations to 
NPL, we thank you for you generosity. We want to assure you that we will make good use of 
these resources for our fellow philatelist and collectors. THANK YOU all for your support! 

 

 

Northwest Philatelic Library, Inc. 
 
President – Orlie Trier; Secretary – Don Overstreet; Treasurer – Jim Correy; Directors: Darlene Lengacher, 
Isaac Oelgart, and Wayne Weatherl; Webmaster / Interim Editor: Greg Alexander 
 
Contact:  P.O. Box 6375, Portland, OR 97228-6375   On the web at: 
 (503) 867-4764  nwpl@qwestoffice.net  www.nwpl.org 

 
Northwest Philatelic Library, Inc. is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions to NPL 
may be deductible as charitable contributions on the donor’s tax return. 
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