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The Harp, from Cradle to Cloud  
Tom Current 

 
[Editor’s Note: One of the NPL’s founding members, Tom Current, passed on earlier this 
year. A generous bequest from his estate will continue to support the library into the future. 
Known for his philatelic expertise in British Commonwealth, Tom was also a harpist and an 
avid topical collector of harps on stamps. In his honor we are reprinting an article he wrote as 
part of our Tips for Collectors series.]  
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Book Review: The American Philatelic Congress Books 
Greg Alexander 

 
Every year since 1935, the American Philatelic Congress 
has published what have become known as the “Congress 
Books” in conjunction with their annual conference. Each 
book is a collection of research papers on a wide range of 
topics, sometimes obscure, but always informative. 
 
The library recently acquired a number of these books from 
the 1950s and stocks a complete run from the present 
through 1964. Nearly every country, state, and area of 
collecting is covered in some aspect by articles featured in 
the Congress Books.  
 
Postal history buffs will find a great number of interesting 
stories, from “The Sinking of the Titanic and the Floating 
Safe: An Obscure Connection” (2005, book #71) to 
“History of the Postmarks Used in the Island of Crete 

During the 1881-1884 Revolt” (1955, book #21).  Articles are plentiful on airmail (“U.S. 
Autogiro Mail,” 2000), Civil War (“Black Jack and the Whales - Civil War Whaling Ship 
Marks,” 1960, book #26), topicals (“Meet the Tiger-Horse,” 1975, book #41), British 
Commonwealth (“First Colonial Printed Shilling Stamps of New Zealand,” 1971, book #37), 
Canada (“Early Posts of the Canadian Eastern 
Arctic Patrol,” 1968, book #34), revenues (“The 
Spud Tax,” 1999, book #65), and military (“Greek 
Occupation of North Epirus During WWII,” 1952, 
book #18). Northwest collectors can find several 
relevant stories, including “Check List of Known 
County Postmaster Handstamps of Oregon,” 
complete with illustrations (1950, book #16).  
 
These pieces were written by many of the foremost 
philatelic researchers of their day. We encourage 
collectors to browse this series – you’ll find 
something that relates to your field of interest and 
probably a lot more. 
 
[Note: The Northwest Philatelic Library is working 
to complete our collection of Congress books. If 
you have any of the following years you would like 
to contribute, we will gratefully acknowledge your 
gift in this newsletter. Needed years: 1935-46, 
1948-49, 1951, and 1963.] 
 

# # # 
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New on our Shelves 
 

The following resources have been added to our collection: 
  
Catalogs 
 
Borek, Ganzsachen-Special-Katalog Deutschland, ab 
1933, Braunschweig, 1976 
 
Finland, Postimerkkiluettelo NORMA Stamp-
Catalogue 1983, [Finnish and English] 
 
Michel, Ganzsachen-Katalog Deutschland, 
1982¸Schwaneberger Verlag GMBH, Munchen 
 
Pertile, Luigi, Catalogo Generale Degli Interi Postali 
D’Italia E Paesi Dellarea Italiana, 1977, Verona, 1977 
 
Pertile, Luigi, Catalogo Generale Degli Interi Postali 
D’Italia E Paesi Dellarea Italiana, 1978, Verona, 1978 
 
Snee, Charles, Scott Specialized Catalogue of United 
States Stamps & Covers, 2014, Amos Press, Sidney, 
OH. 2013 
 
Unitrade Specialized Catalogue of Canadian Stamps 2014, D. Robin Harris, editor, The 
Unitrade Press, Toronto, 2013 
 
Books 

 
Alexander, Thomas J., George W. Brett and W. Wilson 
Hulme II, The Travers Papers: Official Records 
United States Postal History and Postage Stamps, 
1834-1851, Vol. 1 & 2, James E. Lee, Cary, IL, 2011 
 
Congress Book 2013, 79th American Philatelic 
Congress, American Philatelic Society, 2013 
 
DeVoss, Col. James T., Via Panama, Col. James T. 
DeVoss, State College, PA., 1978 
 
Kravitz, Robert J., A Collector’s Guide to Postage 
and Fractional Currency, 2nd ed., Coin and Currency 
Institute, Williston, Vermont, 2012 
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United States Official Postal Guides 
 
Second Series 
 
Vol. 3, #10, October, 1881 
Vol. 8, #3-12, March to December, 1886 
Vol. 9, #4, 5, 10-12, April to May, October to 
December, 1887 
Vol. 10, #3, 9, March, September, 1888 
Vol. 12, #5-6, May to June, 1890 
Vol. 13, #9-12, September to December, 1891 
Vol. 14, #2-7, February to July, 1892 
Vol. 15, #12, December 1893 
Vol. 16, #3-6, 8-9, March to June, August to 
September, 1894 
Vol. 17, #7, July, 1895 
Vol. 18, #3, March, 1896 
 
Third Series 
 
Vol. 2, #1, 5, August, November, 1909 
Vol. 2, #7, 8, 11, January, February, May, 1910 
Vol. 3, #2, 5, 6, August, November, December, 1910 
Vol. 3, #10-11, April to May 1911 
Vol. 4, #2-6. August to December, 1911 
Vol. 7, #7-12, January to June, 1915 
Vol. 8, #1-5, July to November, 1915 
Vol. 9, #8, February, 1917 
 
First Series 
Vol. 3, First Edition, July, 1941, Part II 
 
 

Happy Holidays from the Northwest Philatelic Library! 
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Library Notes 
Orlie Trier, NPL President 

 
E-books related to stamp collecting 
William Sharpe wrote an article entitled “Several websites offer e-books related to stamp 
collecting” in the August 5 issue of Linn’s Stamp News. Interested collectors can begin with an 
Internet search using the terms “philatelic e-books” or “stamp collecting e-books.” One of the 
books available is Stamp Collecting as a Pastime by Edward J. Nankivell, which can be read 
online or downloaded. You can also go to the Project Gutenberg search page 
(www.gutenberg.org) and locate two books in English and nine in French. Other sources for e-
books include www.philatelicsannex.org/reference/reference.html and Google Books.  
 
Postal Bulletin project 
NPL member Tony Wawrukiewicz has been busy. We recently noticed an item published in 
Linn’s Stamps News that notes, “After more than three years of concerted effort, all issues of 
the Postal Bulletin [1880-2012] of the United States now exist in a fully searchable online 
database.” (April 8, 2013, page 24). Thanks, Tony for making this resource more usable for all 
of us. And for bibliophiles who appreciate the paper versions, check out the early issues we 
just added to our collection (see “New on our Shelves”). 
 
 

In Appreciation 
 

To the individuals listed below who have made recent donations of literature and other 
considerations to NPL, we thank you for you generosity. We want to assure you that we will 
make good use of these resources for our fellow philatelist and collectors. 

  
Charles and Gloria Neyhart Bill Seymour Maureen Medes  Steve Brandt 
Wm. Eugene Atkinson Jack Hartong Ronn Alexander  Albert Rouse 

 
THANK YOU all for your support! 

 

 

Northwest Philatelic Library, Inc. 
 
President – Orlie Trier, Secretary – Don Overstreet, Treasurer – Jim Correy, Directors: Greg Alexander, 
Darlene Lengacher, Isaac Oelgart and Wayne Weatherl. Director of Sales – Larry Spray.  
 
Contact:  P.O. Box 6375, Portland, OR 97228-6375   On the web at: 
 (503) 867-4764  nwpl@qwestoffice.net  www.nwpl.org 

 
Northwest Philatelic Library, Inc. is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization under Section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. Contributions to NPL may be deductible as charitable contributions on the donor’s 
tax return. 
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