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Edward R. Grove: Designer of Stamps, Coins and Currency 

Greg Alexander 
 
Our last stumper seems to have stumped everyone, as there were no responses. It 
related to a non-FDC of Scott #947, cancelled in New York’s Grand Central Station a 
few days after the 1947 International Philatelic Exhibition. The cover was autographed 
to the left of the stamp by “E.R. Grove.” The stumper question was to identify this 
person’s significance to both the philatelic and 
numismatic hobbies. The answer is interesting 
enough to merit an article.	
   
 
Edward Ryneal Grove (1912-2002) was one of 
those rare artists who worked in the fields of 
banknote engraving as well as medallic sculpting. 
He studied at the National School of Art and the 
school of the Corcoran Gallery of Art, both in 
Washington, D.C. 

 
He then secured a position at the Bureau of 
Engraving and Printing, where he worked from 
1936 to 1947, first as a die-sinker and then as an 
engraver of currency portraits and vignettes. He 
also engraved all or part of several U.S. stamps, 
including the Washington portrait in Scott 947, 
shown above. This was later used on Scott 982, 
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the 3¢ Washington and Lee University bicentennial issue. Others included vignette or 
portrait engraving on Scott 936 (1945 3¢ Coast Guard); Scott 938 (1945 3¢ Texas 
centennial); Scott 940 (1945 3¢ WWII veterans); Scott 943 (1946 3¢ Smithsonian 
centennial); Scott C34 (1947 10¢ Pan American Union Bldg.); Scott C36 (1947 25¢ 
Oakland Bay Bridge); and Scott 953 (1948 3¢ George Washington Carver). An eagle 
design engraved by Grove was later used on airmail postcard stamps C48 and C50.  
 

 
 
Grove’s portrait of Mark Twain appeared on the unissued 
Series 701 5¢ to 50¢ Military Payment Certificates and 
his portraits of Supreme Court Justices Harlan Stone and 
Earl Warren can still be purchased from the BEP as part 
of their Chief Justices historic engravings series.  
 
Grove then moved on to work as an engraver with the 
Security-Columbian Bank Note Company for another 15 
years, until 1961. He was a prolific stamp designer, 
engraving more than 200 stamps for Cuba, Haiti, Iran, 
Paraguay, Philippines, Bolivia and Panama, along with 
currency designs for Sudan, Vietnam, Laos and 
Indonesia. The 1962 10 dong Vietnam banknote shown 
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below is very likely his work. After more than 30 years in this field, most men would 
consider retirement, but instead Grove embarked on a new career.  

 

 
 

In 1962, he became a sculptor-engraver for the United 
States Mint in Philadelphia. He spent a little more than 
three years with the Mint, and though he did not create 
any designs that appeared on circulating U.S. coins he 
did sculpt a well-known pattern coin. In 1964, the base 
metal value of silver rose above the face value of U.S. 
coinage, so the Mint needed to switch to a cheaper 
“clad” composition of copper sandwiched between 
layers of nickel. Grove sculpted the Martha Washington 
obverse of a series of 1965 clad pattern coins used to 
test the viability of the minting process. A few of these 
made their way into private hands and are highly prized 

by numismatic collectors. A set of these pattern coins, embedded in Lucite, is on view 
at the Smithsonian. Grove also sculpted a unique Congressional Gold Medal presented 
to Bob Hope by President Kennedy in September 1963 for his humanitarian 
contributions towards world peace. 
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After retiring from the Mint in 1965, Grove 
relocated to Florida where he continued to 
work independently as a medal designer. 
Some of his designs for the Medallic Arts 
Company included a 1966 series devoted to 
the leaders and pivotal events of WWII, the 
1983 Natural World Calendar Medal, and an 
acclaimed 1973 medal commemorating the 
invention of the alphabet. He was a medal 
recipient himself, receiving the American 
Numismatic Association's Sculptor of the 
Year Gold Medal in 1969 and the Saltus 
Medal for Medallic Art by the American 
Numismatic Society in 1985. 
 

 
 
Throughout his career(s), he also painted in oil and 
watercolor, and, in one instance, worked as a muralist in 
collaboration with his wife and fellow artist Jean Donner 
Grove. In 1976, Grove sculpted a larger than life Bald 
Eagle in bronze for the Palm Beach, Florida, bicentennial 
commemoration. He worked almost continuously until his 
death at age 90 in West Palm Beach. 
 
Edward R. Grove is likely one of the only individuals who 
played a significant role in designing stamps, paper money, 
coins and medals. And I probably would never have even 
heard of him, if I hadn’t picked out that autographed cover 
from a 25¢ box at a Rose City Stamp Fair. 
 

# # # 
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Fall Stumper 
 
The stamps shown below are printed in intaglio (steel engraving) on card stock. Many show ink 
colors different than the issued stamps, but all are original sized. The backs are blank and they 
are ungummed and uncancelled. What are they? And here is one hint: They are not die proofs. 
 
Submit your answers by email to the Book Reports editor at nwpl@qwestoffice.net or by mail to 
NPL Book Reports, P.O. Box 6375, Portland, OR  97228. We will reveal the answer in our next 
issue. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Overdue … to the max 

 
Among a recent library donation of old and mostly useless 
items (like a decade of commemorative year books – lacking 
the stamps) was a copy of an old Mueller stamp catalogue of 
Germany. What’s interesting is that the book was checked 
out in 1974 and just found its way back to us!  
 
A quick calculation (365 days x 43 years = 15,695 days x 5 cents a day…) yields a whopping 
$784.75 in late fees. But since 1974 was well before the Northwest Philatelic Library was 
officially established, we decided to let this oversight pass without penalty. We trust this 
cautionary tale will encourage you to get your overdue books back to us in less than 40 years. 
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“A BUCK FOR A BOOK” SALE 

Build your own library and help the NPL reduce its surplus inventory! 
 

For a limited time, the Northwest Philatelic Library is offering a special deal: Any book on the 
duplicate shelf priced at $5 and under can be purchased for one dollar! Drop by the OSS 
basement and take a look at what is currently available. Or visit the library website and browse 
the current “Books for Sale” list at www.nwpl.org. Special discounts are also available on 
multiple purchases of all books. 
 
Here is a sampling of the philatelic books you can pick up for just $1 apiece: 

 
Serrane Specialiste des Timbres-Poste D’Europe (1922)    
Zumstein Schweiz/Liechtenstein Catalog (1994)  
Tyler Focus on Forgeries (1993)      
Gibbs Postal Stationery of the Canal Zone (2003) 
Van Dam The Postal History of the AEF, 1917-1923 (1980) 
Follansbee Stamps of the Mexican Revolution 1913-1916 (1996) 
Jarrett Stamps of British North America (1929)     
Reiche The Admiral Stamps of 1911-1925, Part 2    
Johnson Canadian Stamps with Perforated Initials (1985)  
Day Canadian Fancy Cancellations of the Nineteenth Century (1981) 
Covert Webb’s Postal Stationery Catalogue of Canada and Newfoundland (1987) 
Holmes Air Mail: An Illustrated History, 1793-1981    
Sutton The Stamp Collector’s Encyclopaedia, 6th Ed.  (1966) 
Helbock Pacific Northwest Doanes (1985) 
Scott Scott Stamp Catalog (1895) 
Linn’s US Stamp Facts 19th Century (1999)  
Harvey Counterfeit Kansas-Nebraska Overprints (1989) 
Goodwin The 1861-1868 US Stamps 
Fireman Wells Fargo in Arizona Territory (1978) 

 
As always, the Northwest Philatelic Library is here to serve the philatelic 
community. If you haven’t checked out a book in a while, take a look at 
the new acquisitions on our shelves. 

   
Northwest Philatelic Library accepts year-end tax-deductible donations! 

 

The NPL is a 501c(3) not-for-profit entity and we welcome donations of literature, stamps 
and supplies, as well as financial contributions. All proceeds support the purchase and 

upkeep of the library collection for use by members and the public. Stamps and supplies that 
we are unable to sell are donated to our youth stamp program. Thanks for thinking of us. 
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New on our Shelves  
 

 
CATALOGS 
 
Catalogo Especializado de Sellos de Cuba, EDIFIL, 

1997 
 
Cazin, MM., & Rochas, Catalogue des Timbres 

Commemoratifs, La Revue Francaise des 
Collectionneurs, Paris, 1914 

 
Haberer, Erich, Katalog uber die Katapulpost, Teil 1: 

Nordatlantik, Erich Haberer, 1992 
 
Mena, Hector R., Costa Rica Postal Catalogue, 3rd 

Edition, Society for Costa Rica Collectors, Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 2004 
 
Pearce, Joseph A., British Columbia Revenue Catalogue, K. Bileski, Winnipeg, 

Can., 1971 
 
Snee, Charles, Scot Standard Postage Stamp Catalog, Vol. 1A & 1B 
 
Unitrade, Canadian Stamps 2018,  Unitrade Press, Toronto, CAN, 2018 
 
Stanley Gibbons Catalogues 
 
Arabia 2016 
 
Australia 2016 
 
Austria and Hungry 2014 
 
Bangladesh, Pakistan, Burma 
& Sri Lanka [Ceylon] 2015 
 
Belgium & Luxembourg 2015 
 
Belize, Guyana and Trinidad 
& Tobago 2013 
 
Channel Islands and Isle of 
Man 2016 
 
China 2014 
 
East Africa with Egypt & Sudan 2014 
 

Eastern Pacific 2015 
 
Falkland Islands and 
Dependencies 2014 
 
Hong Kong 2015 
 
Indian Ocean 2016 
 
Ireland 2015 
 
Leeward Islands 2012 
 
Portugal and Spain 
2011 
 

South-East Asia 2012 
 
Western Pacific 2014 
 
Windward Islands 2015 



 
Books 
 
Alexander, Thomas J., The United States 1847 Issue: A Cover Census, Philatelic 

Classics Society, Austin, TX., 2001 
 
Arfken, George B., Canada and the Universal Postal 
Union, Unitrade Press, Toronto, CAN, 1992 
 
Bantam New College Italian & English Dictionary, 
Bantam Books, NY, 1976 
 
Berg, Paul K., Chicago Blue Postal Markings, USA, 
1992 
 
Bozarth, Theodore W., “Time on Bottom” Duplex 
Hand Cancellers, La Posta Publications, Lake 
Oswego, OR, 1990 
 
Brett, George W., Canal Zone Essays and Proofs, 
Handbook #3, Canal Zone Study Group, 1955 

 
Burrows, Peter C., I Am Well: An Illustrated History of British Army Form A-2042 

and other Military Postcards issued since 1900, Peter C. Burrows, 1987 
 
Byatt, Anthony, Picture Postcards and their Publishers, Golden Age Postcard 

Books, Malvern, Worchester, UK, 1978 
 
Cabeen, Richard McP, Standard Handbook of Stamp Collecting, Harper & Row, NY 

1979 
 
Conger, Edward A., A Canal Zone Rarity, Handbook #1, Canal Zone Study Group, 

1952 
 
Conger, Edward, A Unique Canal Zone Error, 

Handbook #2, Canal Zone Study Group, 1953 
 
Davidson, Charles & Lincoln Diamant, Stamping our 

History: The Story of the United States 
Portrayed on Its Postage Stamps, Carol 
Publishing Group, New York, 1990 

 
De Voss, James T., Canal Zone Third Series 

Counterfeits, Handbook #1, Canal Zone 
Study Group, 1952 

 
De Voss, James T., Canal Zone Booklets, Handbook #2, Canal Zone Study Group, 

1953 
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Dick, Robbin, Tips on Types, the Washington-

Franklins Two Cent Reds 1908 to 1923 & Three 
Cent Violets 1908-1919, 2003 

 
Drummond, James N., Drummond’s Catalog of 

Philatelic Miscellany, Part One, Part Two & Part 
Three, 2016 

 
Entwistle, Lawson P. Catalogue of Cristobal 

Precancels, Canal Zone Study Group, 1987 
 
Entwistle, Lawson P., The Postal Markings of the 

Canal Zone, 2nd Ed., Handbook #9, Canal Zone 
Study Group, 1992 

 
Felix, Ervin J., Let’s Collect Stamps, Whitman Publishing, Racine, WI., 1966 
 
Gabeen, Richard McP., Standard Handbook of Stamp Collecting, Harper & Row, 

New York, 1986 
 

Galvez, Catalogo Especializado Galvez de los sellus de 
Espana Correos y Telegrafos, Carmichael & Co. Ltd., U.K., 
1960 
 
Gurney, David, Red Cross Civilian Postal Massage Scheme 
with the Channel Islands during the Occupation 1940-45, 
C.I.S.S. Essex, UK, 1992 
 
Herst, Herman, Jr., Nassau Street, Philatelic Book 
Publishers, NY, 1970 
 
Johnston, J.J., Canadian “Hidden Date” Stamps 1935-1987, 
Made-N-A Minute Printers, Canada, 1988 
 

Karrer, Robert J., Jr., Canal Zone Post Office Openings and Closings & 
Commemorative Covers 1927-1979, Handbook #10, Canal Zone Study 
Group, 1995 

 
Lewis, H.L., The Stamps of Persia, 1993 
 
Long, Richard, Washington Territory Postmarks, La Posta Publications, Lake 

Oswego, OR 1994 
 
Mackay, James A., English Provincial Krags, James A. Mackay, Scotland, 1987 
 
Marler, George, Canada notes on the 1911-1925 Series, Handbook Series, American 

Philatelic Society, PA, 1949 



Book Reports Fall 2017     Page 10 
 
 
 
 

 
Martin, Peter, ed., The American Bank Note Company State Revenue Index 

Proofs, State Revenue Society, State College, PA, 2004 
 
Mechem, Thomas Owen, Canadian Philatelic Handbook, 
1st Ed., Northwest Stamp Association, Kent, WA 1975 
 
Milgram, James W., United States Registered Mail 1845-
1870, David Phillips Publishing, North Miami, FL., 1998 
 
Nathan, M.C., Franks of Western Expresses, Collectors 
Club of Chicago, 1973 
 
Noble, Gilbert, The Noble Official Catalog of Bureau 
Precancels, Gilbert W. Noble, Winter Park, FL., 1974 
 
Peach, Jack, Machine Marks: Supplement to 1st Edition 
1980, Vera Trinder, London, 1980 
 

Piazza, Daniel, Freedom Just Around the Corner, 
Smithsonian National Postal Museum, Washington, DC, 
2014 

 
Pugh, Kenneth W., Canada: Varieties of the Queen 

Elizabeth Era, Part 1 – Basic Types, Leech Printing, 
Manitoba, Can., 1972 

 
Pugh, Kenneth W., Canada: Varieties of the Queen 

Elizabeth Era, Part 2 – Major Varieties, Leech 
Printing, Manitoba, Can., 1973 

 
Stanton, J. B. M., King Edward VIII, Great Britain Philatelic Society, 1958 

 
Shaver, James W., Stamp Collecting, Boy Scouts of 
America, New Jersey, 1951 
 
Stets, Robert, Postmasters and Post offices of the United 
States 1782-1811, La Posta Publications, Lake Oswego, 
OR, 1995 
 
Tomlin, Derek, World War II P.O.W. and Internment 
Camps 
 
Weiler, Rudolph B., Canal Zone First Issue on Cover, 
Handbook 3, Canal Zone Study Group, Washington, D.C., 
1955 
 

Whitefield, James, The De La Rue Key Plates, Robson Lowe, Perth, Scotland, 1979 
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Whitehead, Squared Circle Postmarks, The British 

North America Philatelic Society, Thornhill, 
Ontario, CAN, 1964 

 
Willoughby, Martin, A History of Postcards, Wellfleet 

Press, Secaucus, NJ, 1992 
 
Winter, Charles W., Nebraska Territory Postal History, 

Leonard Hartmann, Louisville, KY, 1998 
 
Wood, Jane, The Collector’s Guide to Post Cards, 

L.W. Promotions, Gas City, IN, 1993 
 
Zaid, Barry, Wish You Were Here, Crown Publishing, 

NY, 1990 
 
 
Airmail 
 
Aeromfila 2007 Catalog, Timsora,  2007 
 
American Air Mail Catalogue, Volume 2, 7th Edition, American Air Mail Society, 

Mineola, NY, 2016 
 
American Air Mail Catalogue of Air Letter Sheets, 1951 Edition, American Air Mail 

Society, 1951 
 
American Air Mail Catalogue of Air Letter Sheets, 1952 Supplement to 1951 

Edition, American Air Mail Society, 1952 
 
Baldwin, N.C., Fifty Years Atlantic Mail Flights, House of Antiquity, Somerset, UK,  

 
Cooper, Jal, A Specialised Priced Catalogue of Indian 
Rocket Mails, Stamps and Vignettes, Jal Cooper, India, 
1960 
 
Crewe, Duncan, Hong Kong Airmails 1924-1941, Hong 
Kong Study Circle, 2000 
 
Fawdry, C.W., Air Post in Thailand, Harry Hayes, 
Yorkshire, U.K., 1972 
 
Graue, James W., & John Duggan, Deutsche Lufthansa: 
South Atlantic Airmail Service 1934-1939, Zeppelin 
Study Group, 2000 
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Latham, John J., Hungarian Airmail and Flights 1896-1976, Magyar Philatelic 
Society of Great Britain, Oxford, 1977  

 
Latham, John J., Magyar Legiposta-Magtyarorszagi 
Repulojaratok 1896-1978, Magyar Philatelic Society of 
Great Britain, UK, 1979 
 
Rosenberg, Barry & Catherine Macaulay, Mavericks of 
the Sky, Harper Collins Books, New York, 2006 
 
Sieger, Weltraumfahrt: Astronauten, Sputniks, und 
Raketen, Sieger Verlag, Wurttemberg, 1968 
 
 Silombra, Jean, Histoire de L’Aerostation et de 
L’Aviation Francaise a Travers Le Monde de 1783 A 
1930, 1981 
 
Startup, R. M., Wartime Airmails: The Trans-Pacific 
Route 1942-1945, Chavril Press, Perth, Scotland, 1997 

 
Startup, R. M., Wartime Airmails, The Horseshoe 

Route, Chavril Press, 1997 
 
Startup, R. M., Wartime Airmails: Great Britain 

Transatlantic & Beyond, Chavril Press, 1997 
 
Stoff, Joshua, Picture History of Early Aviation, 1903 - 

1913, Dover Publications, NK, 1996 
 
White, Elwood & Peter Smith, Wings Across the 

Water, Harbour Publishing, Madeira Park, BC, 
Canada, 2005 

 
 

# # # 
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Library Notes  
Orlie Trier, NPL President 

 
Surplus Books on Sale  
Our duplicate bookshelves are overflowing. So we’re having a special sale: all books valued $5 
or less are now on sale for $1, on a first come, first served basis. All listed prices are negotiable 
and multiple books at any price will receive a discount. Take a look on our website for the list 
of duplicate books that we have for sale. 
 
Donations 
Just a quick reminder that we are a 501c(3) and accept contributions. If we do not have a 
donated book on our shelves we add it. We are more selective in adding periodicals due to shelf 
space. Stamps that we are unable to sell are donated to the First Stamp youth program. Nothing 
of value is discarded. Thanks for considering donating. 
 
 

In Appreciation 
 

To the individuals listed below who have made recent donations of literature and other 
considerations to NPL, we thank you for you generosity. We want to assure you that we will 
make good use of these resources for our fellow philatelist and collectors. 

 
John Gillette John Travis Buzz Oerding 
Marcie Safford Steven Wilson Kemp Fairbanks 
Bill Dwyer Malia Delohery-Dart Fred Smith 
Cynthia Bauer Charles Fleisher Helen Ferguson 
Deb Whitcomb Don McEwen Richard Beaudoin 
Harry Fuller Joel Casebier Donald McEwing 
Edwin Zack Charles Neyhart Michael Dixon 
Loraine Nevill Cindy Wilfong Lynn Stavrakis 
Martha White Liz Christi Daniel Piazza 
Ray Fajardo Win Bohme Cheryl Lolich 
Barbara Brisco Tai Hua Chen William Beith 

 
THANK YOU all for your support! 

Northwest Philatelic Library, Inc. 
 
President – Orlie Trier; Secretary – Don Overstreet; Treasurer – Jim Correy; Directors: Darlene Lengacher, 
Isaac Oelgart, Larry Spray and Wayne Weatherl;; Webmaster / Interim Editor: Greg Alexander 
 
Contact:  P.O. Box 6375, Portland, OR 97228-6375   On the web at: 
 (503) 867-4764  nwpl@qwestoffice.net  www.nwpl.org 

 
Northwest Philatelic Library, Inc. is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization 
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions to NPL 
may be deductible as charitable contributions on the donor’s tax return. 
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