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STAMPS DELIVER KNOWLEDGE

A Visit to the National Postal Museum

Greg Alexander

Last fall I had an opportunity for
i e e e e a quick visit to Washington, DC
National Postal Museum ¢ | on my way to see family in
William H. Gross Stamp Gallery g Richmond, VA. Since | was

' | traveling to Richmond by train,
via Union Station and had
several hours of layover, |
decided to check out a site | had
long been wanting to see: the
National Postal Museum.
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Situated in the old City Post

~+ | Office Building, built in 1914, the
SESESaiEm= | NPMis right next to Union
Station, just a 100 foot walk
across First Street. Like all other Smithsonian museums, admission is free. But like
many other DC facilities, you have to pass through a security screening.

o

Upstairs, the lobby, with its ornate ceiling and architecture, still has several banks of
original post office boxes and service windows. Off the main corridor is the William H.
Gross Stamp Gallery. The gallery ~ = o
serves as the repository for some of
the rarest and most valuable philatelic =
material in the world. It also show-
cases representative stamps from
every continent, including Antarctica.

Also in this issue —

Periodical Review.........c.cccccoenuecee. 4
Stumper......cccciiirr 6
New on our Shelves ................. 8
In Appreciation ............ccceeeeeec. 13

Library Notes ..........ccccciemnnenne 13




To use space efficiently, stamps and covers are displayed in sliding panels, organized
by colored tabs. Philatelists will note the similarity to exhibit frames seen at major
stamp shows. That is effectively what they are, but the world-class exhibits remain
available long-term. The museum periodically rotates their material; when | was there
special exhibits included Russian Local Posts, a topical collection of Music on Stamps,
and postal history from Napoleonic Italy.

The rarities are more prominently displayed. More than one Inverted Jenny can be
seen, along with other major errors. The unique British Guiana One-Cent Magenta is
featured in a showcase at the center of the gallery until November of this year.

Surrounded by exhibits in the gallery is the National Stamp Salon, an area where
visitors can actually examine and take home some stamps (think Kiloware Night). The
salon also houses the National Stamp Collection and many impressive U.S. issues can
be viewed in sliding frames here, in addition to postal history from well before the age
of stamps.

Because 2016 was the National Parks Centennial, various related philatelic displays
were scattered throughout the building. One of the most eye-catching was a full sheet
of 200 Scott 760, the imperf 5¢ 1934 National Parks issue, autographed by FDR.
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An escalator ride to the basement level brings visitors
to the larger permanent museum showpieces. (Look
for a statue of Owney, the famous mail dog from the
1890s, at the top of the escalator ... then look for
Owney himself down below, stuffed and wearing his
vest of many tags.) Here the history of the postal
service is physically represented, from a walk through
a Colonial post route to the Pony Express to more
urban mail wagons. In the atrium, the actual modes of
mail transit are on view: several mail planes and mail trucks, a stagecoach, and a
railway post office car. This last is set up with mailbags, sorting slots, and a video loop
with veteran RPO postal clerks explaining how the process worked.

There’s one more secret you should know
if you plan to visit. The postal museum is
one of the last spots in DC that still has
self-serve coin-operated lockers. Too
small for full-sized suitcases, the lockers
will fit most overhead luggage -- and for
25¢ they are the best deal in town. You'll
find them them on the lower level past the
statue of Ben Franklin. Just drop your
excess baggage and do a little
sightseeing. But don’t forget to get back
before closing time!
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Periodical Review: The United States Specialist

Don Overstreet

Your Northwest Philatelic Library has a number of

focus areas where we maintain extensive reference THE BUREAU
and research material. When the library was

founded as a distinct entity, it was decided that the SPECIALIST
broad category of the United States would receive

particular attention. Perhaps one of the most @
significant publications we subscribe to is The

United States Specialist, a periodical that has been
in continuous publication since 1930.

AN

IN THIS ISSUE
The entire run of this journal is on our shelves and e = e
available to anyone who visits NWPL. While copies o bt VAR
may not be checked out like most of our books, B ﬁ:‘.‘;‘l}:’n’.‘.‘.‘;ﬂ.
interested persons are encouraged to use the index = e me A

volumes to find articles of interest. Most of the e e
issues are in bound volumes that we received as a / ..,,,...,'ffﬁ‘
donation. / b

The United States Specialist started out as a I ——
typewritten (!) newsletter and Bulletin #1 is dated .

February 19, 1930. It is headed "Philatelic Plate Number Association," Bureau of
Publicity. This journal began during a time when some collectors were primarily
involved with obtaining plate number blocks from
all of the positions on a pane of stamps where the
plate number appeared. The production of the
Bureau of Engraving and Printing was the basis
for all of the material covered by the journal,
whether these were regular postage issues,
revenue stamps, or Bureau precancels, etc. That

THE first issue solicited responses from the
UNITED STATES membership for a new name for the group, and
SPECIALIST The Bureau Issues Association was founded.

Since that first newsletter, there have been more
than 1,000 issues! The title of the journal was The
Bureau Specialist until December of 1965, when
journal changed to its current title. The name of
the group is now The United States Stamp
Society and it is the American Philatelic Society's

e Affiliate #150.
S e e Even a brief tour through these issues reveals a

tremendous range of material on stamp design,
— rate information, production statistics, issue dates,
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errors, etc. The third issue of April 23, 1930, gives

details about the new Graf Zeppelin stamps and
THE UNITED STATES is emphatic about the fact that they are not

SPE C | A LTS airmail stamps! Throughout these early issues the

VOL. XLIX NO. 2

aaaaaas mmﬁ cover shows a horse-drawn wagon with what
FOR THE COLLECTOR OF FOSTAGE AND REVENUE appears to be a military escort, somewhere in the
s e Washington, D.C. area, in 1890. This Bureau

wagon was used to haul stamp production plates

FEaRUARY 1978 tone of the writing is informative, extensively
detailed and quite chatty. It's not often that a
a writer will include a comment like “And now let me
g eat humble pie.” This as an admission that he had
q published inaccurate information, and that
g “‘Explanations would fill a page.” The detail in
E these articles is just amazing.
¢
¢

No aspect of the collection of U.S. stamps is
passed by. Moving into a later stage of the journal
in 1987, the lead article has to do with “Early
Plate Destruction Reports.” A photograph on the

“...to furnaces at the Washington Navy Yard."
This article is only Part I! A recent issue from August 2016 has a lead article titled "X-
Ray Diffraction Study of the Paper Used by the Bureau of Engraving and Printing to
Produce 1c and 2c Stamps Between 1894 and 1913." This is no short piece, either.
Anyone looking for detail need go no further than this kind of research.

The United States Specialist, by itself, could be considered a must-read for anyone
committed to the study of U.S. stamp collecting. While other magazines and journals

have excellent writing over some of the same areas,
there is really nothing to compare with the depth and
dedication of the writers who go to great lengths to
produce articles for this prestigious publication.
Regular contributors in particular must be applauded
for their continuing efforts.

When you are in the clubhouse of the Oregon
Stamp Society on your next visit, take some time to
wander down to the basement where your library
resides. Ask one of the friendly and knowledgeable
librarians to show you the shelf where you can find
The United States Specialist. Take any issue or look
up a particular subject in one of the index volumes,
find a chair, and prepare to get to know a bit more
about United States stamps.

HH##H
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Stumper Answer

Last issue’s stumper featured a cover with something for everyone. It had a 1922 slogan
cancellation from Chicago’s Pageant of Progress Exposition, as well as a “CSSA” perfin. The
cancellation dial was missing a date and time inside the cancellation ring. Our questions were:

* [s the missing date/time intentional or some type of error?
* What does the A in the perfin stand for?
» What was the Pageant of Progress?

{PAGEANTOF PROCRESE

tXPOSITION
CHICAGO BN 7|

JU&Y 29-AUG.(4-|922". —

Richard L. Reese supplied part of the answer: the letter was mailed at the third class rate.
Because there was no rush in moving third class mail (typically advertising), the time and date
were left off the postmark. Third class letters also had to remain unsealed, which this cover is.

Charles Neyhart guessed at the perfin mystery. CSS certainly stands for “Cunard Steam Ship”
Co., as the return address indicates. But Cunard was headquartered in New York; the “A”
probably indicates that these stamps were used by the primary branch office in Chicago.

And what was the exposition all about? Chicago’s Pageant of Progress was held in both 1921
and 1922 on the city’s vast Municipal Pier (now
Navy Pier). It was intended to rival World’s Fair
expositions, but was really more of a regional
trade fair. Spanning three weekends, the pageant

played host to seaplane and speedboat P P”yea”l ’f P[ﬂg’gj
championships, conferences of the International B

Radio Congress, National Congress of Motion g . EXpOSItlon
Picture Producers, Distributors and Exhibitors, i R
and a Woman’s Congress. Boasting “33 miles of
exhibits,” the expo’s major exhibitors included the
Ford Motor Company, the USDA, and numerous -
public health exhibits. Officials estimated that SR
more than 150,000 visitors attended. Though the C HI c AG O
event didn’t become an annual fair, it did serve as JULY 29THTO AUG. |4 TH
something of a model for the Century of Progress 19 QQ

Exposition about a decade later.
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Winter Stumper

Some years back this cover was fished out of a 25¢ box at a Rose City Stamp Show. At first
glance it appears to be a FDC of Scott #947, but a closer look reveals it was cancelled several
days later in New York’s Grand Central Station. Of interest is the autograph to the left of the
stamp. The stumper this month:
Who was “ER Grove” and what
was this person’s significance to
both the philatelic and numismatic
hobbies?

Submit your answers by email to
St the Book Reports editor at nwpl@
qwestoffice.net or by mail to NPL
Book Reports, P.O. Box 6375,
Portland, OR 97228. We will
reveal the answer in our next issue.

FIRST DAY COVER ¥ L
it i y

B U.S.POSTAGE
L

Northwest Philatelic Library accepts tax-deductible donations!

The NPL is a 501¢(3) not-for-profit entity and we welcome donations

of literature, stamps and supplies. All proceeds support the purchase
and upkeep of the library collection for the use of members and the
public. Stamps and supplies that we are unable to sell are donated to

our children’s program. Nothing is wasted. Thanks for thinking of us.

Surplus Books for sale

Among the literature contributions the library receives are often books we already have in our
collection. These books and catalogs are offered for sale at very reasonable prices and we often
negotiate on price. Proceeds go to our new acquisitions. We regularly have new additions to our
surplus shelves behind the main library desk, so head down to the OSS basement and see what
new material is available. The full list of duplicate books is posted on our website — check the
“Books for Sale” link on our home page: NWPL.org.

HHH
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New on our Shelves

CATALOGS
Brunell, Catalogue of the Printed Precancels of the United States, 2011

Ceres: Andorre, Monaco, Sarre Territoires
D’Outer, Colonies Francaises, 1998

Ceres: France, Varietes, 2" Edition, 1957

Ceres: Colonies Francaises — Mayotte,
Nouvelle Caledonie, St. Pierre &
Miquelon, Wallis & Futuna, Tome A,
2003-2004

Ceres: Andorre, Monaco, Polynesie Francaise,
Terres Australes, Tome B, 2003-2004

Chinese Postage Stamps Catalogue Taiwan

colonies Francaises

Issues, 1997 Mayotte
73 Nouvelle-calédonie
Chinese — Taiwan, Catalog 1998-99, Japan RoRB g o CTEE Wigucion

wallis & Futuna

Philatelic Society, Tokyo, 1998
Chinese Stamp Catalog lllustrated in Colours, Japan Philatelic Society, Tokyo, 1999
Darnell, Darnell Stamps of Canada, Darnell Publishing, Montreal, Canada, 1996
Givaudant, Hubert, Cartes Postal par Avion;
Line Anerique du Sud — France 1928-1939,

Cercle Aerophiloatelique Francais

gl G.l'Jf g Haberer, Erich, Katapultpost-Katalog
ALIZED CATALO Sudamerika, 1984, Stuttgart

"HE UNITRADE SPEC!

Harris, Robin, Ed., Unitrade Specialized
Catalogue of Canadian Stamps, Unitrade
| Press, Toronto, Canada 2017

Healey, Matthew, World Stamp Show
™ Exhibition Catalog, New York Philatelic
i Exhibition, 2016

Houlteau, J., Catalogue des Plis Aeropostaux,
Cercle Aerophilatelique Francais, Pornichet,
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Konwiser, Harry M., and Frank W. Campbell, The Canada and Newfoundland
Stampless Cover Catalog, Stephen Rich, Verona, NJ, 1946

La Ligne Mermoz [Cercle Aerophilatelique Francais], Logier, Bethune,
Massisimo, Francisco, Prontuario Filatelico de

Antillas Espanolas, Filatelia Pedro Monge, Barcelona,
1977

MICHEL neutral - kompetent - zuverldssig

Michel: Germany Specialized, Vol. 1 & 2, 2015/2016,
[English], Schwaneberger Verlag, 2015

Snee, Charles, Scott Standard Postage Stamp
Catalogue, Vol. 5, Amos Media, Sidney, Ohio, 2016

Snee, Charles, Scott Standard Postage Stamp
Catalogue, Vol. 6, Amos Media, Sidney, Ohio, 2016

Snee, Charles, Scott Specialized: Catalogue of
United States Stamps and Covers, Amos Media,
Sidney, Ohio, 2016

Storer, Hugo D., Catalogo Filatelico de Puerto Rico, Ramallo Brothers, Puerto Rico,
1977

Yvert & Tellier, Catalogue Specialise des Timbres De France, Tome |, 1849-1900,
Yvert & Tellier, 1975

Yvert & Tellier, Catalogue Specialise des Timbres De France, Tome I, Yvert &
Tellier, 1982

Yvert & Tellier, Catalogue de Timbres-Poste
France, Tome |, 2003, Yvert & Tellier, 2003

BOOKS

Baldwin, N.C., The Deutsche Luft Hansa and the
Lufthansa, Francis J. Field, Coldfield, England

Barwis, John H. & Thomas Lera, Proceedings of the
Second International Symposium on
Analytical Methods in Philately, The Institute
for Analytical Philately, Madrid, 1A, 2016

Benjamin, Maynard, The History of Envelopes 1840-
1900, Envelope Manufacturers Association,
1997
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Berkin, Andreas, Michel — Atlas zur Deutschland - Philatelie, Schwaneberger,
Hamburg, Germany, 2012

Brazer, Clarence W., The Various Kinds of United States Essays and Proofs,
James E. Lee, Oak Brook, IL, 2016

Current, Tom, British Postmarks — Literature

Davies, R.E.G., Airlines of Latin America since 1919,
Putnam. London, 1984

Dickinson, Gary, A.C. Roessler’s Canadiana, British
North America Philatelic Society, Nepean, ON,
2011

Entwistle, Charles, A Brief Outline of the British
Army Postal Services during World War |,
Charles Entwistle,

Esperou, Robert, Histoire d’Air France, Ouest France,
1986

Fletcher, Julius, The Civilian Airgraph Service in Palestine 1941-1945, Middlesex,
England

Fyndem, W., E., Stamps for Investment, Vallancey Press, London,

Garrard W., History of the RAF Postal Service Overseas, 1942-1957, Vol. Il, C & A
Entwistle, Perth,

Gebauer, Eugenio & Jairo Londono, Los Primos
FORENSIC P Cincuenta Anos de Correo Aereo en Colombia,
Italgraf, Colombia, 1975

Hausdorff, Henry, Cash for your Stamps, Sterling
Publishing, NY, 1960

Herst, Herman Jr., Ed. Forensic Philately: [Famous
English Stamp Fraud Trails], Raven Press, Lake
Oswego, OR, 1986

Lordahl, Erik, German Concentration Camps 1933 —
1945: History and Inmate Mail, Vol. Il, War and
Philabooks, Ltd., Tarnasen, Norway, 2000

Lufthansa PR, The Lufthansa Story 1926-1984, Lufthansa German Airlines, Cologne,
Germany, 1985
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Lynch, William E., Jr., Merchant Shipping via Nuclear Power: Catalogue of NS
Savannah Events, Port Itinerary & Covers, Universal Ship Cancellation
Society, 2004

Mackay, James, 1800 Stamps of the World, Southwater, London, UK, 2007

Marler, George, Booklets of the Admiral Stamps of 1911 to 1925, British North
America Philatelic Society, 1970

Postage Stamps, APS Handbook Series Number
Two, APS Springfield, Mass., 1911

¢ McKenzie, Donald, The Red Cross Mail Service
for Channel Island Civilians 1940-45, Picton

AMERICAN e .
ILLUSTRATED Publishing, Wilts, U.K., 1975
LETTER STATIONERY J% .
1819-1899 Milgram, James W., American lllustrated Letter
by Stationery 1819-1899, Northbrook Publishing,

JAMES W. MILGRAM, M.D. . - s Lake Forest, |L’ 2016

¢ Cncinnatis Louistille & Ny Otz 8

' Mohle, Heinz & Michael Wienke, Kanalinseln
Deutsche Besetzung, Dusseldorf, 1979

« GUIDING S¥AR

. Nathan, S., Small Change in Spain 1931-1941,
Spanish Philatelic Society, Brighton, UK, 1974

Negus, James, Ifni, Stamps and Cancellations, Spanish Philatelic Society, Brighton,
UK, 1975

Neill, Fred A., The B.l.A. Check List of the Postage Stamp Booklet Covers of the
United States, 2" Edition, Bureau Issues Association, 1975

Paul, David, The Economics of Air Mail
Transportation, The Bookings
Institution, Washington, D.C., 1934

Pickard, Building Successful
Collections, Globus Stamp
Company, New York, NY

Post Mark Collectors Club and
Museum in Northern Ohio,

Rand, Ted, Mailing May, Greenwillow
Books
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Reiche, Hans, Admiral Cancels, Unitrade Press, Toronto, Ontario, 1983
Reiche, Hans, Canada: The Admiral Flaws, Hans Reiche, 1987

Scheurer, Christian, Entropia: A
Collection of Unusually Rare
Stamps, Design Studio Press,
Culver City, CA, 2005

Staff, Frank, The Transatlantic Mail,
W. & J. Mackay and Co.,
Chatham, Great Britain, 1956

ot WG s of

Stelnhart, A"an, CiViI CenSOI'Ship in 85¢ The Independent “/l/l{((/II(\()/I/IL[)“/?
Canada during World War |, ——
The Unitrade Press, Toronto, Canada, 1986

Thorp, Prescott Holden, A Guide to Stamp Collection: America’s Favorite Family
Hobby,
Minkus, NY, NY, 1965

Towle, Ross A., Postal Rates of Chile 1766-1959, Chile Collector, Chile, 2003

Trettin, Kenneth, Ed., The Congress Book 2016, American Philatelic Congress, US,
2016

Zwillinger, Steven, The Path to Gold: 175 Proven Stamp Exhibiting Tips, The
American
Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, 2016

CDs

Christie’s, Robson Lowe, Cape of Good Hope: “The
Bonaventure” of Triangular Issues, 1993

Houlteau, M. Pierre et J., Air Bleu, Edition du
Cercle Aerophilatelique Francais, Paris, 1964

.CAPE! OF‘GOOD HOPE' "'21"\;_

AUCTION CATALOGS

Vade-Mecum du Specialiste-Expert Timbres-Faux Hors D’Europe F. Serrane,
Philatelic Series #29 & 30, J&H Books, 2010

Zeppelins: 1500 Images of Covers, Pictures, Post Marks, Posters, Rubber
Stamps, & Stamps

HHH#
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Library Notes
Orlie Trier, NPL President

Still looking for an editor — and writers

Readers may have noticed that delivery of this issue of Book Reports wasn’t very timely. Our
interim editor is very apologetic, but he reports that family emergencies since last summer have
made it difficult to find the time to put together the newsletter. He also now lives in Pendleton,
so keeping up on events in Portland is a challenge. We are still on the lookout for a new editor —
as well as contributors willing to write short articles or features. Please contact me at
nwpl@qwestoffice.net if you are able to assist with this work.

Thanks Isaac

It’s long overdue, but we’d like to thank board member Isaac Oelgart
for his time at the library during the last year’s APS show, helping out
with the Boy Scout merit badge effort. We need to continue to engage
young stamp collectors to build interest in the hobby and we appreciate
Ike’s contribution.

In Appreciation

To the individuals listed below who have made recent donations of literature and other
considerations to NPL, we thank you for you generosity. We want to assure you that we will
make good use of these resources for our fellow philatelist and collectors.

Greg Alexander Charles Neyhart
Michael Dixon Sheryl Ruecker

THANK YOU all for your support!

Northwest Philatelic Library, Inc.

President — Orlie Trier; Secretary — Don Overstreet; Treasurer — Jim Correy; Directors: Brian Riley, Darlene
Lengacher, Isaac Oelgart and Wayne Weatherl; Director of Sales: Larry Spray; Webmaster / Interim Editor:

Greg Alexander
Contact: P.O.Box 6375, Portland, OR 97228-6375 On the web at:
(503) 867-4764 nwpl@qwestoffice.net www.nwpl.org

Northwest Philatelic Library, Inc. is a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization
under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. Contributions to NPL

may be deductible as charitable contributions on the donor’s tax return.
1546-204454
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